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weaver's village near Benares, in the headman's family, she
again ministered to Silent Buddhas. Finally, she was
reborn, shortly before our Master came to us, at Devadaha,
in the family of Maha-Suppabuddha.1 Her family name
was Gotama, and she was the younger sister of the Great
Maya. And the interpreters of birthmarks declared that
the children of both sisters would be Wheel-rolling Rulers.2
Now, King Suddhodana, when he came of age, held a festival,
and wedded both the sisters. After this, when our Master
had arisen, and, in turning the excellent wheel of the Norm,
came in course of fostering souls to Vesali, his father, who
had reached Arahantship, died.
Then the great Pajapati, wishing to leave the world,
asked the Master for admission, but obtained it not. Then
she cut off her hair, put on the robes, and* at the end of the
sermon now forming the Suttanta on strife and contention,
she sallied forth, and together with 5CO Sakya ladies whose
husbands had renounced the world, went to Vesali, and
asked the Master, through Ananda the Thera, for ordination.
This she then obtained, with the eight maxims for Bhik-
khunls.
Thus ordained, the Great Pajapati came and saluted the
Master, and stood on one side. Then he taught her the
Norm; and she, exercising herself and practising, soon
after obtained Arahantship, accompanied by intuitive and
analytical knowledge. The remaining 500 Bhikkhunls, after
Nandaka's homily, became endowed with the six branches
of intuitive knowledge.
Now, one day, when the Master was seated in the conclave
of Ariyans at the great Jeta Grova Vihara, he assigned the
foremost place in experience to Great Pajapati, the Gotamid.
She, dwelling in the bliss of fruition and of Nibbana, testified
her gratitude one day by declaring her anna before the
Master, in praising his virtue, who had brought help where
before there had been none:
1	In the Apadana he is called Anjana the Sakiyan.
2	I.e., should be Emperors, either of worldly dominions or else of
the hearts of men.

